45. REACH FOR THE STARS

There used to be a saying that if a man had great ambition, he was "reaching for the stars".
The idea was that he was so eager to succeed he was willing to try the impossible, to reach for
the stars.

That doesn't seem so impossible anymore. Men have walked on the moon, a feat that was only
dreamed of not so many years ago. And by the way, did you know that the first astronauts who
walked on the moon were Scouts? One of them, Neil Armstrong, the first man to set foot on the
moon, is an Eagle Scout. That tells you something about the kind of man he is.

The scientists and astronauts in our space program brought the impossible dream of reaching
for the stars much closer to reality. Men will never really walk on the stars. If they tried, they
would get a terribly hot foot. But the stars do not seem so far away as they used to be.

Still the idea expressed in the phrase, "reaching for the stars," is still valid. It tells us that to
enjoy life to the fullest, we must stretch our abilities to the limit. A Scout who does his best in
everything he tries will become the kind of man who reaches for the stars.



