39. SOLID TO THE CORE

Every once in a while when you're working on a pioneering project, you'll find a spar
that looks great but that turns out to be weak and unreliable.

Maybe its' center has been eaten away by insects. Or maybe have natural splits
inside that you can't see. You can test a spar for soundness by holding one end and
rapping the other end sharply on a rock. Ifit's sound you'll hear it ring.

Some people are like defective spars. They look great on the outside and they may
have appealing personalities, the kind of guys and girls you think you would like to
know. But when you do get to know them better, you find that they're like a defective
spar, weak inside. They don't have the strength of character to resist things that you
know is wrong, and chances are they will want you to do those things, too.

When that happens, do the same thing you do when you have a defective spar - cast
it aside and find a sounder one. In other words, choose friends who are solid to the
core.



